
Addition Calculation Policy Mytham Primary School September 2014 

ADDITION GUIDELINES 

Year One Year Two Year Three 

Add one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, 
including zero (using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations)  
 
Use a hundred square to count forward and back 
 
Use a number line to count on (building on the 
‘number track’ work from Reception) 

 
Children use a numbered line to count on in ones. 
Children use number lines and practical resources (e.g. 
counters) to support calculation and teachers 
demonstrate the use of the number line or hundred 
square.  

 
 
 
7+ 4 

 
 

Add a two-digit number and ones; a two-digit 
number and tens; two two-digit numbers and three 
one-digit numbers 
 
Partition into tens and ones  

 

          34 + 25 = 59 
 
          34 + 20 = 54 
          54 + 5 = 59 
 
 

 

Add numbers with up to three digits, using formal 
written methods (columns) 
 
Columnar Method 

 
83 + 42 = 125 
 
Either                        or 
 
1. Vertical expansion    2. Horizontal expansion 

             83                                 80 + 3 
        + _42                              + 40 + 2 
                5                               120 + 5 = 125 
            120 
            125 

Year Four Year Five Year Six 

Add numbers with up to four digits and decimal with 
one decimal place, using formal written methods 
(columns) 
 
367 + 185 = 431 
 
Either                      or 

 
   367                         300 + 60 + 7 
+185                         100 + 80 + 5     
    12                         400 +140+12 = 552 
  140 
  400 
  552 
 
leading to 
  

    367             15.6 
 + 185          + 22.3 
    552             37.9 
      1 1     

Add numbers with more than four digits and 
decimals with two decimal places, using formal 
written methods (columns) 
 

3587 + 675 = 4262 
 
   3587 
 +  675 
   4262 
     1 1 1       
 
Revert to expanded methods if the children experience 
any difficulty. 
 
Extend to numbers with two decimal places  
 

     72.82 
    +54.61 
    127.43 
         1 

 

Add whole numbers and decimals using formal 
written methods 
 
 

13.86 + 9.481 = 23.341 
  
    13.86 
 +   9.481 
    23.341 
     1  1   1 

 
Revert to expanded methods if the children experience 
any difficulty. 
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