
Subtraction Calculation Policy Mytham Primary School September 2014 

 

SUBTRACTION GUIDELINES 

Year One Year Two Year Three 
Subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, 
including zero (using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations) 
 
Understand subtraction as 'take 
away' 

       
I have 11 toy cars. There are 5 cars too many to fit in 
the garage. How many cars fit in the garage? 
                                                               -5 

 
 
 
Use a hundred square to count forward and back 
 
By the summer term: Find a 'difference' by counting 
on 

 
I have saved 5p.  The socks that I want to buy cost 11p.  
How much more do I need in order to buy the socks? 

 

Subtract a two-digit number and ones; a two-digit 
number and tens; two two-digit numbers and three 
one-digit numbers 
 
 
Find a difference by partioning the tens and ones. 

  
64 - 23 = 41 

 
64 - 20 = 44 
44 - 3 = 41 

  
 

Subtract numbers with up to three digits, using 
formal written methods (columns) 

 
 
Consolidate number line method 

754 – 86 = 668 
 

 
    
   600 
     54 
 +  14 

   668 
 
When children are ready, extend to Year 4 columnar 
method 

Year Four Year Five Year Six 

Subtract numbers with up to four digits and decimal 
with one decimal place, using formal written 
methods (columns) 
 
Formal Written Method          Extend to: 

 
 
  800  +  70  +  4 
- 500  +  20   + 3 
  300  +  50   + 1 = 351 

 
 

 

Subtract numbers with more than four digits and 
decimal with two decimal places, using formal 
written methods (columns) 
 
Formal Written Method             Extend to: 
(carrying) 

 
  900  +  30  +  2 
- 400  +  50  +  7 
  400  +  70   + 5 = 475 
 

 
 
 

Extend to decimals  
Ensure children line up all decimal points so the place value of 
all digits is correct. The method is then the same. 

Subtract whole numbers and decimals using formal 
written methods 

 
Consolidate columnar method and apply to larger 
numbers 

 
     5 . 3 4 5 
-    2 . 7 1 4  

     2 . 6 3 1 
     

This is the progression map for all of KS1 and KS2.  If we find a cohort is confident with the methods they can work on the next year group approach and the aim is to ensure that by the end of KS2 the children are all 

confident with the formal written method for Year 6. 

 

0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12   

+ 6 

 

86 700 100 754 

+14 +600 +54 

11 6 

1 
20 800 1 4 1 


