
MYTHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 
MINUTES OF 

 PARENT FORUM MEETING 

 

Date : Friday 15th December 2017 

Venue: Mytham Startwell Link Site 

 

Present: Sarah Mulligan, Sue Hill, Sam Airey, Vanessa Marsden, 

Stella Leahy, Joann Lamb, Remco Rebel, Angela Bogle, Maureen, 

Wendy, Lynn, Rachel, Angela Bogle 

Apologies:  

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Notification of AOB 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

Voting for governors: parents felt that the campaign didn’t reach enough parents and that it was a 
poor uptake. How was it done and could there be lessons learnt for future recruitment ?  
Mrs Bogle - We had 138 votes out of about 700 possible. I agree that it was disappointing considering how many 
parents we had. It is a shame as we had 5 strong candidates. We didn't send out any paper copies of the statements 
because it would have been too big a document. With hindsight, having online statements was not the best idea.  
Sam - We could have a bigger campaign next time to drive interest 
Mrs Bogle - The school don't have the resources (time) to do this, although in an ideal world it would be nice. I think 
perhaps the current Governors could have been more involved but there was a timing issue. Our parents clearly do 
engage but they have busy lives and already think they do a lot. I think perhaps they think ‘someone else will do 
that’ whereas in reality they don’t.   
Sue - Could we do a campaign on the notice boards around school ?  
Vanessa - People don't see them/don't notice the notice boards 
Mrs B: That is a shame as these were requested by parents a number of years ago. We will refresh them   
Jo - Do people know what governors do ? 
Mrs Bogle – We try hard to promote their role. We do have a section in the newsletter about  governors every 
month.  
Lynn - Parents don't always take letters out of their children's bags. 
Mrs Bogle: The newsletter is also on the website. The website can be viewed on phones. We do communicate. 
Parents need to be reading the newsletter as it is our main method of sharing messages. We always send a text to 
say a newsletter is out too. 
Parent: the governor vote was more like a popularity contest.  
Mrs Bogle – It is disappointing to hear that, as being a Governor is a very serious role and should not be entered 
into lightly. It demands a lot of time and skills. It shouldn't matter that a candidate isn't popular or well known. It is 
their statement and what they are offering that should be the most important factor. 
Sam - I think unfortunately it does matter. I wonder if it would be beneficial for the governors to make a selection 
of candidates from all that apply - moving forward. So that the school gets the best fit of governor for them. 
Mrs Bogle – We have two excellent new Governors who are already demonstrating their commitment to the school. 
Next time we have the opportunity to recruit a parent Governor we will review these concerns. I am disappointed 
to hear that there has been an issue but we will learn from it.  
Snacks 
Lynn - Wondering why the packed lunches need to be so health conscious, when they give cake on school dinners. 
Mrs Bogle - There is a history of excess - a lot of snacks on top of treats with lunch. School dinner menus are created 
by environmental services to balance sugar, salt etc over the week. The children learn about  healthy balance and 
moderation in their science lessons. This is about sensible choices and the food children have day in and day out. 
Anyone who understands about a healthy diet knows that sweet foods are not ‘banned’ but they should be viewed 



as a treat and occasional rather than every single day. Unfortunately we do have parents who send their children 
with sweets, crisps, chocolate and we try to encourage them to consider healthier choices. 
There is a suggested list for packed lunches. In the past we have had struggled with food that appears healthy but 
has a lot of sugar - i.e. cereal bars, but we need to be realistic. If children are anxious about being in trouble because 
of the content of their packed lunches, we will continue to educate them and give guidance for parents. 
The NHS ‘Change for life’ website is a fantastic source of information about healthy food choices  for families 
including packed lunches and snacks. Their recent campaign about healthy 100 calorie snacks fits this topic really 
well. I will alert parents to it on the next newsletter.  https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-
for-kids/100-calorie-snacks 

 
Homework 
Lynn - I'm disappointed that there is no written homework.  
Mrs Bogle – There is homework. All children get homework weekly. It is the lack of  ‘written’ homework aspect that 
some parents seem to be struggling with. Teachers  need help with the children’s basic skills. This is the area that 
we feel children are most lacking in and that parents are in the best position to help us with. It is regular reading at 
home , the mental maths challenges and spelling that children need to practice over and over again.  Every week 
they have reading, mental maths challenges and spellings. They have more in year 6 to prepare for secondary school 
and this tends to be written. 
Rachel – I agree, In year 6 they even get a homework diary.  
Mrs Bogle – In Y6 Children get written homework in maths, science and English. 
Jo - I'm happy with the amount they get in year 2. 
Sarah – Agreed; Reading and spelling sheets are more than enough. Don’t want more. 
Mrs Bogle - Year 6 last week had to do things with their family - we hope to promote the importance of having 
family time and explaining that they need to have a balance for healthy emotional health.  
Parent; We could offer a mentoring role if school cannot offer pastoral care. Other schools do this. Mrs Bogle said 
she would be interested in promoting this. If parents are interested in setting up an after school nurture type group 
then please let me know . 

Support for children with  additional needs : A parent said that they needed more help to know how 
to support their child  

Mrs Bogle - We have a provision maps for special needs children. We have held courses for family learning 
but people cannot always come as they are during the day. We would like to open up to all parents in little 
lever. We need funding to support our plans. We are going to offer a 'school readiness' course for parents 
of vulnerable children and those not meeting markers by end of reception - Mrs Lawrence will be 
supporting this course.  
There is lots we would like to do but we have budget issues to deal with so we can't always offer 'free' 
things, and parent's can't always pay.  
Vanessa - Could we create a homework club?  
Mrs Bogle - We do help children during school time who are struggling. Teachers are already doing things 
after school, staff are only paid till 3.30pm. 
Mrs Bogle - I'm disappointed to hear that parents don’t feel they are being supported, as we thought we 
were helping. I will talk to the SEN team and see if they could find out if this is a generally held view or if 
parents are generally happy with how we support the families of SEB+N children. It may be only a handful. 
 
Vanessa - We could do a homework club to get parents in school with children. 
Mrs Bogle – We have got the facilities to do this now that we have the Little lever centre. The Little Lever 
Centre is a community centre - we need to promote this for the community and generate funding too. 
There are endless possibilities but Rome wasn’t built in a day ad these things take a lot of time and energy 
. 

Dangerous behaviour with Bikes and Scooters on the playground  
Remco - My son recently got hit with a scooter. Someone was riding around the playground and their parent just 
watched and didn’t stop them 
Mrs Bogle - We need to identify the specific children parents involved if there are issues. Please let a member of 
staff know. 
Stella - I've had to tell children. They are rude and ignore me. 
Vanessa - Could we educate the children within school 
Mrs Bogle – Every few months I remind in assembly, the newsletter and we put posters up. Parents need to take 
responsibility for this  
Remco - My little boy shouldn't have to watch where he is going for school in a playground.  

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids/100-calorie-snacks
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids/100-calorie-snacks


Should we not treat boys and girls the same ?  
Sue - My son had a birthday badge in his classroom and noticed there was a pink one for girls and a blue one for 
boys.  
Mrs Bogle - I think this was an isolated event but I will remind staff that we need to address this . 
Sue - We also give out boys/girls books for christmas. 
Mrs Bogle- Actually we don’t anymore. This year there were no boy/girl books except for Y6 . It gets trickier with 
the older children’s books. Friends of Mytham try to spend around £1.50 per child on the christmas present .Books 
are very expensive. We tend to buy them from The Book people and they come in sets of 10 for a very good price. 
It is harder to get the books for the older children in box sets. I have already spoken to Miss Findon ,who is our 
English lead for KS2,  and we will address this for next year. Our aim is  to have gender neutral books next year.  

Y5/6 : Why do we encourage parents to let their child walk to and from school on their own. It puts 
pressure on the  parents who don’t want their child to do this  because their child says’ everyone else is 
allowed to do it’  

Vanessa - there is peer pressure for us to sign the forms to allow our children to walk home alone.  This is 
a big issue for parents, they talk about it prior to year 5.  
Mrs Bogle –We are not saying that when your child reaches year 5 that parents should be allowing their 
child to walk to school or home by themselves. However, we have a duty of care to children. If a child is 
coming on their own and doesn’t arrive...how would the parent know that they hadn’t arrived ? This could 
be serious. Equally parents can’t be phoning school every day to ask if their child has arrived. sso we have 
to put measures in place ; 

1. We ask parents to sign a document which tells us that their child is walking to and from school. In the 

document they are accepting responsibility for this decision. We remind them that the decision is their 

responsibility  

2. We only do this for Y5 and 6 as we know that this is the age when some parents decide to give their child 

more responsibility in readiness for the high school.  We do not support the idea of younger children 

walking to and from school on their own, as they are not responsible enough to keep themselves safe .  

3. We only allow Y5 and Y6 children to have a mobile phone . This is so that parents can communicate with 

them on the way to and from school. This is the only reason for them being allowed to bring a phone 

.Friends of Mytham purchased lockers so that Y5 and Y6 mobile phones can be safely stored during the 

school day .Parents also have to sign a permission slip about that and explain why their child needs the 

phone . 

Sam - Instead of safeguarding, it sounds like the school are almost giving the parent’s permission to allow 
their children to walk alone.  
Mrs Bogle – That isn’t the case at all. Sometimes parents need to be the ones that make the decisions.  If 
they don’t want their child to walk to and from school then what they say should count, not whether other 
children are doing it. Mytham is going ‘above and beyond here’ to keep children who are allowed to walk 
to and from school safe.  I know that when children get older they want to be copying their peers but at 
this age a parents decision should be respected .This is not schools responsibility.  

Awards 

Jo - Some children repeatedly win prizes 
Mrs Bogle - Every time children have 100% attendance they are entered into a draw .I hadn’t realised that 
there had been repeat winners but we will monitor it .  
Jo - Its not fair for the same children to win every time.  
Mrs Bogle – I suppose not but then if they have 10% attendance or punctuality they have earned the 
chance to be in the draw. We can look into it. We could omit the children who have already won but it 
doesn’t seem fair.  
Mrs Bogle - We have a new reading award scheme in KS1 and 2 . The children said they weren't motivated 
by the awards but parents still wanted it. The children seem to be really enjoying it .The gold award is now 
recognised within lunchtimes. The young leaders were involved in choosing the rewards.   
  

Mental health 
'Time to Deliver', a report by the Education Policy Institute, has warned there have been indicators of a significant 
rise in children's mental health problems over the past 5 years. It is estimated that 720,000 children are currently 
experiencing  Mental Health  
problems in England. 1/10 of young people between 5 and 16 years have a Mental Health issue (3 in every 



classroom). 
‘A healthy school actively seeks to promote emotional health and well being and helps pupils to understand 

their feeling’. 
At Mytham Primary School, we are committed to supporting the emotional health and wellbeing of our pupils and 
staff. We know that everyone experiences life challenges that can make us vulnerable and at times, anyone may 
need additional  
emotional support. We take the view that positive mental health is everybody’s business and that we all have a 
role to play.   
At our school we: 
· help children to understand their emotions and feelings better                              
· help children feel comfortable about sharing any concerns or worries 
· help children to form and maintain healthy relationships 
· promote self esteem and ensure children know that they are special and have a lot to offer  
· help children to develop emotional resilience and to manage setbacks  
· encourage children to be confident and ‘dare to be different’ 
  
There is a lot of work to do and because we want to get it right, we are setting up a steering group of  interested   
representatives from across the school community .                 Would you like to be involved ?  
We are looking for a couple of parents who feel that they have strengths in this area and  agree that this is a 
really important aspect of the schools work . We need your input as part of a consultation group. We will be 
having an initial meeting soon where we will start by looking at developing a school ‘Emotional Health and Well 
being offer’ and Policy. If interested I would appreciate you emailing me directly on  
boglea@mytham.bolton.sch.uk. 

 
Mrs Bogle - We have a theme of ‘love yourself’ for mental health week in February. We need parents to support 
this   
All staff will be having mindfulness training next term.  
Meeting closed at : 10:25 

Minutes taken by : Sam Airey 
 


