
M y t h a m    P r i m a r y  S c h o o l   

F r i d a y  2 7 t h  M a r c h  . . e n d  o f  W e e k  O n e  !    

Hello everyone  (Warning this is a mega newsletter!!)  

How are you all doing? Well that was the strangest week of my ca-

reer to date ! I have only ever had to close the school for one or 

two  days due to snow- this has been unbelievably difficult. Bring 

back snow!   

It’s been a tough week for every one of us- Children, parents and 

staff as we all begin to get our heads around the enormity of this 

situation and our new ‘normal’. Our priority has been for the safety 

and wellbeing of children and staff -both at school and at home -and it will continue 

to be for as long as this takes.   

We are all missing each other and one thing I am confident will come out of this is an 

appreciation of each other and an understanding that we are all facing our own per-

sonal challenges but that we are here for each other. Please reach out if you are 

struggling. I am positive that someone will help you.  

I hope this edition of the Friday Flyer and the ones over the coming weeks will keep 

all of you in touch with school and each other. They will be full of tips and things we 

have found and mostly positivity and good wishes!  

I am missing my huge Mytham family but really heartened to 

see all the lovely messages and photos on our Twitter feed. 

Not everyone uses Twitter and so I am pleased  to announce 

that we now have an INSTAGRAM page @mythamprimary. I 

am a bit of a technophobe but I am led to understand that you 

can tag us in your home schooling post’s...please be aware of 

the school audience though! We will start to add to it over 

Easter.  

Also here is a little thank you video we have put to-

gether. It is on You Tube   https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=lZUabt9uSoY&feature=youtu.be  

We have  a beautiful film made by Miss Lee which 

sums up our ‘new’ Virtual and Emergency school. It’s 

so special with some very important messages from the children...you 

will have to watch it to see them! Please share widely !  

So, we have made  it to the end of Spring term and the Easter 

holiday starts now!! No school work for 2 weeks until Tuesday 

14th April . We all need to have a break as we have been under 

enormous pressure these last weeks and it is set to continue. 

Please put your mental health first and try to get some rest. Try 

to enjoy Easter and this lovely sunshine! let’s hope it continues 

and most of all I ask that everyone who can Stays Home and 



A huge well done to our Parents! 

You have done an amazing job this week . You have managed to engage your children with 

their online learning and I have seen some great examples of children attending ‘school at 

home’ and getting their activities done. It hasn’t always been easy but I hope that you have 

started to get into some sort of a routine where children either do their work in one go or 

have lots of breaks in between. Every child learns in a different way. I bet you have noticed 

that, even with your own children.  

You have a difficult task on your hands and I know that many of you are worried about your 

child’s progress  and whether they will end up with gaps in their learning. Some of you are 

anxious about whether you are doing it properly and some of you wish they didn’t have to do 

it at all.  

I just want to point out that no one is expecting you to replicate school. It is  impossible and 

actually not necessary. We will pick up learning as soon as we can.  

What you are being asked to do is not home schooling. This is an unprecedented emergency 

situation that is impacting every aspect of our lives. What we would like you to do is to keep 

your child going with routines, encouragement and a balance of 

activity and online  learning. We would like you to use the online 

platforms to help the children to keep their basic skills up to 

speed so that ,when the world is well again, they can come back 

to school and the teachers will be able to pick up where they left 

off without the children  having slipped too far behind.  

The work the teachers are setting is practice and revision of age 

related work.  

You may find that children are saying they don’t know what to 

do or it is too hard. They say that to the teachers too! :-)  

They may be refusing to work or give up easily. They do that in 

school too!  

Teachers adapt and flex and change their plans constantly to 

meet individual needs of children. They don’t let them not do it but sometimes there is a    

different way of doing it or a way of making the learning more fun. 

You know your child best. You are your child’s primary educator. They respect you and      

admire you—just like they do their teachers in school. They thrive on routine and              

encouragement.  

One thing teachers know is that children respond brilliantly to positivity and praise. Try to  

remember to do that as much as you can. Build in little incentives and rewards for doing their 

work. Negotiate learning with them and reward / thank them when they do it and go over-

board with praise when they do . Get grandparents, teachers and even me involved in heap-

ing praise on the children through What’s App, email 

and social media...even if they are not able to see 

each other family members  can praise/ encourage 

them too.  

You may have needed to spend this first week ..just 

seeing (assessing) what your child can do and work-

ing out the routines. You may have set some       

expectations and boundaries (rules) . That’s good. 

After the Easter holiday you will have laid the    

foundations for good learning. Teachers do that at 

the start of every new year. Spending time on setting expectations is worthwhile because it 

then means that children feel secure . They know what you expect and they adapt quickly to 

it .   



 

A couple of other things I wanted to say: 
 
Many of you are trying to do this at home ..whilst also working from home too.  
I don’t envy you that and think that you should be realistic about what you can do and give your-
selves a break!  
We just want you to try. No-one is putting you under pressure to get a certain amount of school 
work done each day .You won’t be judged by the teachers if your child doesn’t complete every-
thing and you shouldn’t be judging each other .Please remember that everyone’s circumstances 
are different and this is tough for everyone.  
Tips: 
 Doing a little each day either around lunchtime when you have done some of your work or 

getting their learning out of the way first thing  and then doing your work is a good idea. It 
might help you feel more in control and whatever then happens for the rest of the day ..at 
least they have done their learning.  

 Let them play on their games or watch TV while you work . It’s ok ..this is an emergency! 
 Try to build in some ‘down time’ every hour or so .. go into the garden, do some baking/ 

make lunch together / play a game with them or read a story together .Then go back to your 
work. They have had some attention. They will be fine for a while  

 If you have very young children and you are trying to work … my heart goes out to you! Can 
you switch your working day around and work when they are in bed?  

 
 
Many of you are still going to work and you are feeling guilty about not being able to give 
your child the attention that other Mum’s / Dad’s seem to be doing. You see it on social 
media  all the time . 
 That is difficult for you. If your child is in school then don’t worry we will do their home learn-

ing with them. If not...don’t try to do their work when you are tired out or in need of some 
rest before you are back to work again. It won’t go well! Children sense tension and could 
play up. Maybe leave it until you have a day off and do a few days work in one go . Maybe 
ask your child care to try to do some of the activities on line with them,  keeping some for 
yourselves. Do some reading with them while you are relaxing.  

 At this point please can I urge parents to be respectful of those parents who may be finding 
it difficult to fit everything in and may be feeling under pressure to keep up. It’s wonderful to 
see what the children have been doing at home with you and you are rightly proud but it 
may be causing others to feel anxious. Just try not to overshare  or be aware of who might 
be seeing your posts 

 
Parents—You are doing enough. You are loving your  children and supporting them 
through a very difficult time. You must look after yourself. Minimising stress is absolutely vital in a 
time like this for mental health. Don't let their school work  be something that stresses you. Only 
you can control that by accepting it is in your circle of control, you are the primary educator and 
this is all your call. 

 
I’ve got some great news for you... You’ve now got two weeks off!  

We won’t be setting any work for the children because it’s the Easter holidays 
 

There are loads of activity ideas on our Twitter and our new Instagram feed. 
There are some amazing online resources available ..many of them are free.    

People are being so creative and the possibilities are endless. 
 

This is a life changing time. You are getting to spend much more time with your chil-
dren. Enjoy it while you can. It’s probably not an opportunity you’ll ever get again, 

so look at the positives, enjoy the quality time and don’t sweat the small stuff. 
You’ve got this and I am proud of you ...not just the  children...Parents - I am proud 

of you! Thank you for all you are doing.   Mrs Bogle x  
 



To the Mytham Staff -My heart is swelling with pride for my team. I can’t express 

my thanks enough but it has been so lovely to hear messages of thanks and support from 

parents and children too towards the staff who are most definitely key workers in this cri-

sis. Without us many parents would not be able to go about their important work . 

We are in this for the long run and we all have to  adjust to what this means . SLT are 

working on rotas to have a skeleton staff in school with everyone else working from home . 

Teac hers /staff  are running a holiday club during the Easter break for children of key 

Workers and vulnerable children. Every day 7.30-6.00pm .All staff are working at least 2 

days in school but then on Easter holiday the rest. After Easter they will all be working 

every day in one way or another . 

I thought parents would like to see that the Education Secretary and the Prime Minister 

have thanked the Education Key workers in this lovely letter of recognition…  

Staff have been asked to have time off where they can over Easter and so I ask parents to 

respect that … there will be plenty of time for school work after Easter .You will get your 

next set of work from your child’s class teacher on Tuesday 14th April.  

To the Mytham pupils  

Well done all of you ! You have all done so well this week either in school 

or at home . 

I know that you are missing your teachers and they are missing you too. 

It is really nice to see you on Twitter and sending messages to each oth-

er. You can do it on our Instagram now too. Ask your grown ups to help . 

I love the way that you have been joining in with online activities  such 

as PE Jo , the music service and satellite watching to keep you 

busy .There are lots of other suggestions on our Twitter. 

It’s time for a break from school work now and I want you all to be good 

for your grown ups and help them at home whenever you can. Remem-

ber what I said to you all—What your grown ups need is for you to keep 

them smiling. You do that best when you are doing what they ask and 

not being grumpy ! It is all very strange but all the grown ups know how 

to keep you safe and they will.  

I am missing you all- school is so quiet ! Except in the classrooms where 

groups of children are enjoying being  in school. I miss your laughter 

and your lovely smiley faces and funny ways.  

Have a lovely Easter break and don’t eat all your Easter Eggs at once !! 

Be good and keep shining ! Love from Mrs Bogle XXX 

STAR OF THE WEEK  

Every single one of you has 
been a star this week.. 

Well done Mytham Stars !!  





When will normal school re-open ? 

The truth is  that we don’t know. It may be before the end of the academic year but 

it might be in September. 

It is important that we continue to look at our admissions and at least keep that 

wheel turning. 

If your child is due to start school in September 2020  you will still receive the offer 

of a school place on the original date which is Thursday 16th April. 

Mrs Gleaves in the office is  ready to begin the admissions process and we will be 

contacting any new families and existing ones after Easter.  

It is good practice for young children to have visits to school, to become familiar with 

the staff and building ,before they  start school. We may have to delay some of this 

and the parent meetings . 

Be prepared for a potential delay to  the start of Autumn term for these Reception 

pupils. We may need to do it at the start of term instead of at the end of term. 

We will keep in touch with those Reception parents and ensure your child has the 

best possible start at Mytham. 

NURSERY We still have places for September 2020 starts in our Nursery for 2 Year 

olds and 3 year olds. We are a little concerned that our numbers are going to drop and this 

will be a double whammy on the nursery because of course we rely on the top –up fees that  

parents pay to cover our staffing costs . After 

Easter, (from 14th April) Mrs Beatty and Miss 

Unwin will be happy to discuss your require-

ments for your little one and provisionally 

book them in- pending visits as soon as we reopen. We cannot have visits at the mo-

ment .However please have a look at the nursery section of the website for a good idea of 

what we get up to !  

 



Miss Sofield and Mrs Walker have been working wih=th the home chil-

dren to create the next few pages …. 







And now ...messages from our children in school to children at home ! 

Hi It’s Tilly here. 

I’m in school and I’m really 
missing my class Dolphins! I 
look forward to us being able 
to play outside together 
again soon! 

I’m missing you all Dolphins! I’m in school but I’m really look-

ing forward to playing with my friends again. We had fun play-

ing hide and seek yesterday. I was hiding for ten minutes be-

fore I was found! 

Lucas N 

Thomas M and Lewis H 

I am missing you, not being at school or 

able to come to my house. We can’t even 

play football together. The only thing I can 

hear you on is my Xbox!  

Thomas H 

To the whole of Turtles class,  

I am missing you all, the LOL board and the 
squeaky door too!  

Ellie  

Dear Jack,  

I wish we could play football together. I’m getting better! And I’ll tell you all about it when I 

see you again, ahhhh! (Sung) 

Bradley D 

I’m really missing playing football with you Archie. I can’t wait until we are all back at school altogether. 
From Edward S (Lions) 
 
Caleb and Max, I miss playing with you on the playground. I am looking forward to going back to Karate 
with Max, to learn some new kicks! I can guess that you are doing your learning and playing with your wres-
tlers at home. I can’t wait to play with you again. 
From Harrison B(Lions) 
 
Dear Noah, 
I hope when you come back we will be able to play with each other again. We have been doing lots of stuff 
on Purple Mash in school and we have been making rainbow paper chains. What have you been doing at 
home? 
From Bailey W(Gorillas) 
 
To Frankie, 
I really want to give you a hug and I really want to see you. I really want to meet your little sister. I have en-
joyed Face Timing you but I can’t wait for us to be able to play out together. I miss you. 
From Ruby A(Gorillas) 
 
My message is for Harry W 
I can’t wait to see you again…to jinx each other and to play tig! Stay safe Harry. 
From Kayden M(Snow Leopards) 
 
To Hudson, 
I can’t wait until we come back to school so we can play football together. I miss seeing you and Thomas M 
and Thomas L. What have you been doing at home?  
From Jayden L(Tigers) 
 
Hi Thomas M, 
What have you been doing at home? We have been on Purple Mash and doing lots of playing outside at 
school. I miss racing you on the playground. I am looking forward to everyone coming back to school so we 
can all play together. 
From Jai F (Tigers) 
 
Hi Ozzie, 
I can’t wait for you to come back to school so we can play football. I miss all my friends. 
Zac U (Gorillas) 

Hi Hudson and Archie What are you doing at home? I've been on the school field playing games with Jayden 
and Jai. I hope that we will all be back at school soon so we can all play together on the field. Please send 
me a message back because I am missing you.  From George (Tigers)  


