
Guidance for 

parents on 

supporting 

reading 
Year 1 & 2



Why reading?

“Making sure that children 

become engaged with reading 

from the beginning is … one of 

the most important ways to 

make a difference to their life 

chances.” (The Reading 

Framework)



“Children who have 60 or 

more books at home are 5+

times more likely to read 

above the level expected for 

their age than their peers who 

have fewer than 10 books.”

“If we don't learn to love books, 

we don't read. And if we don't 

read widely, we don't think 

deeply.” Michael Rosen



How do we prepare 

children at Mytham?

• Share class novels/stories daily to 

inspire a love of reading.



How do we prepare children at 

Mytham?

• Have inspiring book corners/libraries which are 

updated regularly.

• Model great reading every day.

• Putting reading at the heart of everything we do 

– Topic/Science as well as English. 



Phonics at Mytham

Little Wandle Letters & Sounds Revised

Phonics is taught daily in groups. 

Groups consist of children working on the same sounds – we stream across 

early years and KS1 so that children are taught the sounds they need and 

gaps in learning are addressed quickly.

We assess children regularly to see which sounds they remember and 

which sounds children may need some additional help with. 



In year 1 we will teach:

Weekly Teaching and learning will include:

• specific GPCs

• the alternative pronunciations of graphemes 

• digraph and trigraph recognition in words 

• how to move away from overt blending to blending in their heads 

• how to chunk up longer words to read 

• fluent reading of tricky words



In year 2 we will teach:

Year 2 will focus on phase 5 phonics and addressing any gaps in phonics 

knowledge that become evident during teaching and learning; particularly 

during reading and writing lessons and activities. 

Children who did not pass the year 1 phonics screener, or those identified as 

falling behind will need ongoing daily phonics lessons and additional 

intervention to ensure that these children catch up. 

Children who have fallen behind will be supported to ensure they are confident 

with all phonics GPCs, tricky words and application of these in reading and 

writing. 



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

We strongly recommend our families to visit the Little Wandle

website and click on the ‘parent’ tab at the top of the home page. 



There are practical 

parent guides to 

how we teach 

phonics in school 

and how you can 

help at home.

It is important to remember 

that every child is different, 

and too will be their stage in 

reading. Please be assured 

we support every child in 

school. 



What do we do if a child is falling behind 

with their reading?

• Additional ‘catch up’ sessions for phonics. 

• We may ask parents to help by providing additional 

materials at home. 

• Additional reading (either small group or 1:1) with 

teachers, reading buddies or our trained reading 

volunteers. 

How will I know where my child is up to with 

their phonics and reading?

Your child’s phonics homework and reading scheme books 

will always be matched to what we are learning in class. 

Your class teacher will keep you informed if there are any 

concerns. 



Guided Reading 

We have additional sets from other 

approved publishers, such as 

Oxford Reading Tree & Bug Club; 

school have carefully audited 

these to ensure they too match 

phonics progression here at 

Mytham

Mytham have invested in sets of Collins Big Cat texts for children 
predominantly in Reception class & KS1. 

These texts are high quality decodable texts covering a wide range of subject 
matter (both fiction & non-fiction). 

The books match children’s phonic progression perfectly and are ideal for 
pupils to apply their ever-expanding knowledge during short stories and 
information texts. 



How can you help?

Home reading is a hugely important part of your child’s reading journey and 

it makes a big difference to the progress your child makes. 

Each week your child will bring home a reading scheme book, and also a 

‘reading for pleasure’ book. 

Both books are equally important. 

Please do not worry if your child has read the reading scheme book in 

school; this is best practice and will help your child to become a confident, 

fluent reader. 

We will be sending home some additional guidance for parents soon!



The Reading Record is a fantastic way of communicating 

quickly about your child’s reading as these are checked at 

least weekly in every class by staff.

Please ensure that your child has their record and 

reading book in school EVERY day.

How can you help?



In Year 5-6, it is likely that most 

children can write their own 

book title, pages read during 

that session and the date read.

It is best that adults add the 

comment (see below) and 

remember to sign 4x a week 

– no more (although they 

should read daily).

‘Great effort with fluency.’

‘Remember to ask about 

words you don’t know.’

‘You seem to be really 

enjoying this book.’

‘This book seems too tricky –

choose another.’

To ensure we work together, we will text you if your 

child has not met the 4x reading each week or their 

reading record is missing.

We will contact you to discuss support and options if 

this becomes more regular.



Log finished books here as a 

great record of your child’s 

reading diet.

(Confident, able children 

should be encouraged to do 

this themselves.)



As we heard, vocabulary is key to learning. 

When your child finds a new, unfamiliar word, 

discuss it, and log it here. Staff in school can 

then revisit the words to embed them. We will 

do the same in school for you to revisit.



There are some key 

grammar/writing terms 

explained here.



It is still important, even 

when your child can ‘read’, to 

listen to them read aloud. 

This supports fluency which 

leads to understanding.

You can then discuss their 

reading with them. These 

questions can be a great 

starting point. If your child 

struggles to answer the 

questions, they are likely not 

to have fully understood what 

they’ve read.



The Unmissables!



What other resources 

are available?


