
Guidance for 

parents on 

supporting 

reading 
Years 3-6

(KS2)



Why reading?

“Making sure that children 

become engaged with reading 

from the beginning is … one of 

the most important ways to 

make a difference to their life 

chances.” (The Reading 

Framework)



“Children who have 60 or 

more books at home are 5+

times more likely to read 

above the level expected for 

their age than their peers who 

have fewer than 10 books.”

“If we don't learn to love books, 

we don't read. And if we don't 

read widely, we don't think 

deeply.” Michael Rosen



How do we prepare 

children at Mytham?

• Share class novels/stories daily to 

inspire a love of reading.



How do we prepare children at 

Mytham?

• Have inspiring book corners/libraries which are 

updated regularly.

• Model great reading every day.

• Putting reading at the heart of everything we do 

– Topic/Science as well as English. 



How do we prepare 

children at Mytham?

• Interventions/catch up where children are behind.

• Weekly monitoring of reading records.

• Incentives to read regularly and independently.

• In KS2 we set weekly Reading Eggs homework to 

support stamina/comprehension strategies and 

vocabulary.



The Reading Record is a fantastic way of communicating 

quickly about your child’s reading as these are checked at 

least weekly in every class by staff.

Please ensure that your child has their record and 

reading book in school EVERY day.

How can you help?



In Year 5-6, it is likely that most 

children can write their own 

book title, pages read during 

that session and the date read.

It is best that adults add the 

comment (see below) and 

remember to sign 4x a week 

– no more (although they 

should read daily).

‘Great effort with fluency.’

‘Remember to ask about 

words you don’t know.’

‘You seem to be really 

enjoying this book.’

‘This book seems too tricky –

choose another.’

To ensure we work together, we will text you if your 

child has not met the 4x reading each week or their 

reading record is missing.

We will contact you to discuss support and options if 

this becomes more regular.



Log finished books here as a 

great record of your child’s 

reading diet.

(Confident, able children 

should be encouraged to do 

this themselves.)



As we heard, vocabulary is key to learning. 

When your child finds a new, unfamiliar word, 

discuss it, and log it here. Staff in school can 

then revisit the words to embed them. We will 

do the same in school for you to revisit.



There are some key 

grammar/writing terms 

explained here.



It is still important, even 

when your child can ‘read’, to 

listen to them read aloud. 

This supports fluency which 

leads to understanding.

You can then discuss their 

reading with them. These 

questions can be a great 

starting point. If your child 

struggles to answer the 

questions, they are likely not 

to have fully understood what 

they’ve read.



There are also spelling lists 

and tips for spelling to support 

that vital skill.





Something new…

We know that writing is the skill 

impacted most by the Covid

disruption.

We are working in school to plug 

gaps in understanding and build 

stamina for writing.



Writing Journals

• In KS2, each child will be given a 

writing journal, in which they will be 

set one homework task each week.

• They will have one week to 

complete it.



Possible Tasks

• A prompt/idea/picture/word may be 

given and children will be given 

options of what to write.

• Creative choice will be given to 

encourage children to follow their 

interests/passions and knowledge.

If you have any questions regarding your child’s 

reading and learning, please speak first to their 

class teacher who will be able to assist.



How you can help…
• Provide a quiet space.

• Discuss ideas for writing.

• Read and celebrate their work.

• Whilst legibility is important, they may 

edit/improve their work so crossings 

out may be visible – work may 

appear ‘untidy’ during the process.

If you have any questions regarding your child’s 

reading and learning, please speak first to their 

class teacher who will be able to assist.





Year 5 ‘Unmissables’

Unmissable 

Books

Y5

Can you read them all?



Year 4 

‘Unmissables’
Year 3 ‘Unmissables’



What other resources 

are available?


